
COURSE SELECTION 
FEBRUARY 2025

Woodlawn High School 

Class of 
2028!



Topics Covered 
● How High School Works

● Program Offerings at WHS

● Graduation Requirements

● Course Selection & Schedules 



Why is Course Selection Important?

●Junior to Senior High School Transition

● Begin to think about careers…
● Choose what’s a good fit for them

● Planning for Post-Secondary…
•University
•Community College
•Private Colleges
•Apprenticeship/Military
•Workforce  



How High School Works 
Semesters

1st semester  - Sept. to Jan. – write exams 
(term-end or final, depending on course)
2nd semester - Feb. to June – write exams 

Grade 10  -  8 courses 
Grade 11  -  7 courses – one study period
Grade 12  -  6 courses – two study periods

Typically, students take 21 courses (credits) in 
3 years. 18 are required for graduation. 



What’s a Credit? 
● Each class in the schedule (e.g. 

English, Visual Arts, Design) counts as 
1 credit (some math courses are 2)

● When students finish a course with a 
passing mark (50% or more), they 
have earned that credit.

● We keep counting credits until they 
earn the ones needed for graduation



Which program is the best fit for your student?
•Public School Program (PSP)

* Standard courses (can include IB courses)

* Options & Opportunities (O2 certificate)

* Afrocentric Cohort

•International Baccalaureate (IB- grade 11 & 12, 

pre-IB in grade 10) 

What Program to Choose



What is Pre IB?

● Taking Pre-IB means keeping the 
door to IB open by taking 4 
specific courses in Grade 10:

Pre-IB Science 10
Pre-IB Math 10
Language & Literature
Contemporary Canadian Studies



Trades



Graduation Requirements
18 credits are required to graduate 
from a Nova Scotia High School:

•13 are compulsory credits
• 5 are elective credits*

Maximum 7 grade 10 credits
Minimum 5 grade 12 credits



13 Compulsory Credits
• 3 English (grade 10, 11, 12)
• 3 Math (grade 10, 11 & 12)
• 2 Science
• 1 Other from Technology, Math or Science
• 1 Fine Arts

(Art 10, Drama 10, Music 10, Dance 11)
• 1 Physical Education

 (PAL11, Yoga11, Phys Ed 10, Dance 11)
• 1 Canadian Studies

(CoCa11, Cdn. History, ACS11, or MKS11)
•1 Global Studies

(GGS12, GP12 or GHS12)



Math Options



Math Boot Camp
A two-day summer program for students entering 
Math 10 Academic or Math 10 Pre-IB to review 
important concepts from gr. 9

Goals: 
● strengthen math foundations by revisiting 

essential Grade 9 math concepts 
● build confidence and help with a smooth 

transition to high school
● Help bridge the gap and be ready to tackle 

Grade 10 topics head-on
● Get to know the school and some of the staff 

who are here to support students

Check your 

email for details 



What Happens Next…
• Online Course Selection – Open to families 

February 24th-28th on Student PowerSchool 

• Students will choose 8 preferred courses and 2 
alternates.  Alternates need to be courses they 
would actually want to take, so get them to 
choose all of their courses carefully.  

• Parents/guardians will receive a paper copy of 
students’ course selections from the junior high 
for review.  

• Student timetables are visible the day before 
classes start.  If you have concerns or would like 
to ask for changes, email your student’s school 
counsellor.





Sample Registration Page 

Click on the pencil to see courses in each section →

Submit button →



School counsellor for students with last names A-K:
Danita Williams    Danita.Williams@hrce.ca 
School counsellor for students with last names L-Z:
Lara Dempster     LDempster@hrce.ca
Registrar:
Dan MacDonald   Daniel.macdonald@hrce.ca

Questions???

We’re excited to have your student at 
WHS next year, and hope they have a 

great high school experience.  See you in 
September!


